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Introduction 

Maybe you are a man who has been using Viagra for years. You unexpectedly 
developed melanoma, and now you are wondering whether your medication may 
have been responsible for the cancer. You can't believe that a drug you thought was 
safe could have harmed you, and you want to know why no one warned you about 
the potential risks. 

Or maybe you are the family member or friend of someone who died from 
melanoma. You know your loved one was taking Viagra, and you're wondering 
whether there may have been a link between the medication and his death. 

Whatever your situation may be, you probably have several urgent medical and legal 
questions about Viagra. Some of the questions you may be asking include: 

• Did Viagra really hurt me or my loved one? 

• Is there scientific evidence available to show that Viagra can cause serious 
health problems, such as melanoma? 

• Did the manufacturer, Pfizer, know that Viagra was capable of causing harm to 
consumers? 

• If Viagra is dangerous, can Pfizer be held responsible for the effects of the 
drug? Have legal actions already been initiated? 

• If Viagra harmed me or my loved one, am I entitled to compensation? If so, 
what is the next step? 

In this short e-book, we thoroughly and objectively assess the connection between 
Viagra and melanoma. We summarize the relevant science and discuss the critical 
legal implications of this information. 

Throughout this e-book, we have striven to provide you with a truthful, balanced 
discussion of this issue. We have not exaggerated the science, nor have we 
complicated the discussion with too many technical details. 
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Our goal in creating this e-book is simple: to help you gain a clear understanding of 
the admittedly confusing medical and legal issues related to Viagra, so that you can 
make informed choices to protect yourself and your family. 

Below are the topics we will be covering: 

Section I: Viagra 101 

First, we will review the basic facts about Viagra, covering its development, why it is 
prescribed and how it affects the body. We will then discuss the basics of melanoma, 
its prognosis and its effects on victims and families. Finally, we go over the science 
regarding the connection between Viagra and melanoma.  

Section II: Legal Recourse 

Next, we assess the state of legal actions against Pfizer, the manufacturer of Viagra. 
We will discuss your options for demanding justice and go over how Viagra cases 
typically work and what you can expect as a plaintiff.  

Please keep in mind that this e-book does not constitute legal or medical advice. 

If you or a loved one is experiencing the symptoms of melanoma or any other medical 
issue, and you believe there might be a connection to Viagra usage, please contact a 
doctor immediately for evaluation and treatment. If you are interested in bringing 
legal action against Pfizer because of problems related to the use of Viagra, please 
contact the team here at Marc Whitehead & Associates, LLP at (800) 562-9830. 

Regardless of the nature of your experience with Viagra, it is our hope that the 
information in this e-book provides you with knowledge and comfort after what has 
certainly been a difficult time for you and your family. 
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Section I: Viagra 101 

Viagra is the trade name for sildenafil, a medication patented for the treatment of 
erectile dysfunction by Pfizer in 1994.  

Pfizer scientists first developed this medication in 1989. Initially, developers intended 
the drug to treat angina and high blood pressure, but tests conducted on the drug 
showed that it wasn't very effective for patients with these conditions. However, 
during clinical trials, many of the male volunteers reported erections that lasted 
several days. As a result, Pfizer scrapped the idea of sildenafil as a drug for heart 
disease and began exploring its ability to treat erectile dysfunction instead. 

In March of 1998, the FDA approved Viagra for erectile dysfunction treatment in the 
United States. Viagra was the first oral treatment available for this condition, so it 
enjoyed quick success. By 2004, analysts estimated approximately 5 million users 
across the United States. By 2008, annual sales of the drug exceeded $1.928 billion. 

How Does It Work? 

Viagra is an inhibitor of cGMP-specific phosphodiesterase type 5 (PDE5). This means 
that it stops cGMP-specific PDE5 from performing its typical function, which is to 
break down cGMP. This causes increased levels of cGMP, which in turn causes blood 
vessels in the penis to dilate. This increased blood flow improves the patient's ability 
to produce and maintain an erection with sexual stimulation. 

When is it Prescribed? 

Viagra is most often prescribed to men who have trouble initiating or maintaining 
an erection. The drug may also be prescribed to treat pulmonary hypertension. It is 
not appropriate for patients who have known heart problems, eye problems, liver 
disease or various conditions of the penis. 
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Although erectile dysfunction is more common among older men, Viagra is used by 
men of all ages. According to WebMD: 

"New research indicates that the use of Viagra skyrocketed 312% among men aged 
18-45 between 1998 and 2002. There's also been a twofold increase -- 216% -- among 
men between ages 45 and 55, says Tom Delate, PhD, whose research analyzed data 
on medical insurance claims by some 5 million patients across the country." (From 
WebMD, sourced 5/19/2015) 

This trend is likely due in part to Pfizer's aggressive advertising campaigns, as well as 
the off-label use of Viagra as a "sex enhancement" drug for individuals without 
erectile dysfunction. 

Is Viagra Safe? 

The Food and Drug Administration has approved Viagra for use. However, this does 
not mean that the drug is entirely safe. It is the responsibility of the manufacturer to 
research the drug in order to identify possible side effects, interactions, complications 
and other such issues. Unfortunately, pharmaceutical companies are often in a hurry 
to release their drugs, so adequate research isn't always performed. Likewise, since 
drug manufacturers exist to make a profit, they are often hesitant to release negative 
information about their products, even after it has been confirmed. 

Side Effects and Concerns 

Like most drugs, Viagra comes with some unwanted side effects. The most common 
side effects of Viagra include: 

• Diarrhea 

• Stomach pain 

• Sneezing 

• Headache 

• Flushing 

http://www.webmd.com/erectile-dysfunction/news/20040804/young-men-lead-surge-in-viagra-use
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• Difficulty breathing 

• Nosebleeds 

• Muscle aches 

• Sleep disturbances 

Unfortunately, research suggests that Viagra can also lead to some dangerous and 
potentially-fatal conditions as well. Pfizer has already faced legal action for some of 
these issues, including sudden drops in blood pressure, blindness, cardiac events, eye 
stroke and sudden death. Most recently, a possible link between Viagra and the skin 
cancer Melanoma has come to light. 

The Dangers of Melanoma 

Melanoma is the most dangerous type of skin cancer. It develops in the melanocytes, 
which are the cells in the body that produce the pigment melanin. These cells are 
found in the lower part of the epidermis, which is the outermost layer of the skin. In 
rare cases, melanoma may also develop in the internal organs and eyes. 

According to the Mayo Clinic: 

"Melanoma occurs when something goes awry in the melanin-producing cells 
(melanocytes) that give color to your skin. 

Normally, skin cells develop in a controlled and orderly way — healthy new cells push 
older cells toward your skin's surface, where they die and eventually fall off. But 
when some cells develop DNA damage, new cells may begin to grow out of control 
and can eventually form a mass of cancerous cells." (From the Mayo Clinic, sourced 
5/18/2015). 

Symptoms 

Melanoma can appear anywhere on the skin, but it is most common on the face, 
arms, back and legs. Symptoms of melanoma include changes in the appearance of a 
mole or the development of a new growth or pigmentation in the skin.  

http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/melanoma/basics/causes/con-20026009
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Growths are more suspicious for melanoma if they: 

• Change over time 

• Are more than 1/4 of an inch in diameter 

• Have uneven coloring 

• Have irregular borders 

• Are asymmetrical 

Melanomas may also itch, bleed or leak fluid. 

The presence of melanoma is typically confirmed through a biopsy, which is a 
procedure that involves removing a small piece of tissue to examine under a 
microscope. If cancer is present, further testing may be required in order to 
determine the extent of the disease. 

Causes of Melanoma 

Some people mistakenly believe that melanoma is caused by too much exposure to 
sunlight. However, although UV exposure can contribute to the development of this 
condition, it doesn't cause all melanomas. 

The Mayo Clinic states: 

"UV light doesn't cause all melanomas, especially those that occur in places on your 
body that don't receive exposure to sunlight. This indicates that other factors may 
contribute to your risk of melanoma." (From the Mayo Clinic, sourced 5/18/2015). 

Scientists can't always pinpoint the exact cause of a person's melanoma. However, 
they have been able to associate the condition with certain risk factors. Some of the 
risk factors for melanoma include: 

• Exposure to UV light 

• Family history of melanoma 

http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/melanoma/basics/causes/con-20026009
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• Depressed immune system 

• History of sunburn 

• Fair skin 

Most recently, studies have shown that taking Viagra may also increase your risk of 
developing this condition. 

Treatment 

The treatment for melanoma depends on the severity of the disease. 
When melanoma is found early, it may be cured with removal of the tumor. In cases 
where the cancer has spread, surgery to remove the tumor and affected lymph nodes 
is often necessary. Some other treatments for melanoma include biological therapy, 
radiation and chemotherapy. 

Although they may extend your life or even cure your cancer, all of these treatments 
can be difficult to face. For example, radiation therapy can cause both short-term and 
long-term side effects that can alter your quality of life dramatically. In fact, this type 
of treatment may even increase your risk of developing another cancer in the future. 
According to the American Cancer Society: 

"A long-term problem linked to radiation treatment is the possible increased risk of 
getting a second cancer some time in the future. A second cancer may develop many 
years later, and is caused by the radiation damage to healthy tissues." (From 
American Cancer Society, sourced 5/18/2015). 

Thus, even if your melanoma is cured through treatment, you may still be faced with 
long-term consequences and emotional trauma that will continue to affect your life 
for years to come. 

 

 

http://www.cancer.org/treatment/treatmentsandsideeffects/treatmenttypes/radiation/understandingradiationtherapyaguideforpatientsandfamilies/understanding-radiation-therapy-long-term-side-effects
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Prognosis 

Depending on the severity of the cancer at diagnosis and the success of treatment, 
melanoma may or may not be fatal. Doctors characterize the severity of the illness 
with various stages ranging from 0 to IV. While Stage I melanoma is typically curable, 
Stage IV melanoma is much more likely to result in death. 

Melanoma is staged according to the size of the primary tumor, whether it has spread 
to nearby lymph nodes and whether it has metastasized to other locations in the 
body. According to the American Cancer Society, the possible stages of melanoma are 
as follows: 

• Stage 0  The tumor is in the epidermis only and has not spread. 

• Stage IA   The tumor is no more than 1 mm thick. It has not spread to distant 
organs or lymph nodes. It is not ulcerated or growing rapidly. 

• Stage IB   The tumor is no more than 1 mm thick, but has ulcerated or is 
growing quickly. Cancer is not present in lymph nodes or distant 
organs. 

• Stage IIA   The tumor is between 1 and 2 mm thick and has ulcerated or it is 
between 2 and 4 mm thick with no evidence of ulceration. Cancer 
is not present in lymph nodes or distant organs. 

• Stage IIB   The tumor is between 2 and 4 mm thick and has ulcerated or is 
more than 4 mm thick and has not ulcerated. Cancer is not present 
in lymph nodes or distant organs. 

• Stage IIC   The tumor is more than 4 mm thick and has ulcerated, but no 
cancer is present in lymph nodes or distant organs. 

• Stage IIIA   The tumor is not ulcerated, but has spread to nearby lymph nodes. 
Nodes are not enlarged and the cancer is not found in distant 
organs. 
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• Stage IIIB or C The tumor may or may not be ulcerated. It has spread to lymphatic 
channels, small areas of nearby skin or nearby lymph nodes. Nodes 
may or may not be enlarged, but cancer is not found in distant 
organs. 

• Stage IV  Melanoma has spread beyond the original tumor and nearby 
lymph nodes into distant organs, such as the brain, liver or lungs. 

The five year survival rates for various stages of melanoma vary considerably. For 
example, while Stage I melanoma has a five-year survival rate of 97 percent and a 
ten-year survival rate of 95 percent, Stage IV melanoma has a five-year survival rate 
of 15 to 20 percent and a ten-year survival rate of 10 to 15 percent. This means that, 
after ten years, 85 to 90 percent of people with Stage IV melanoma will have died 
because of their disease. 

How Melanoma Affects Your Life 

When you or a loved one develops melanoma, your life changes in an instant. In the 
mildest cases, the individual will have only minor surgery to cure the condition. 
However, the fear and uncertainty that accompany a cancer diagnosis will still affect 
the victim and his or her family. 

In its later stages, melanoma spreads throughout the body, causing discomfort and 
pain. Aggressive treatments are often required in these cases. Unfortunately, many of 
these treatments come with their own side effects, including nausea, fatigue, hair loss 
and much more. For many people with late stage melanoma, the ultimate result is 
death. 

Regardless of the outcome, dealing with melanoma is difficult for everyone involved. 
Not only does the victim experience physical and emotional consequences, but 
friends and family members will also suffer from emotional trauma. 

Viagra and Melanoma: Exploring the Link 

A retrospective study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association in 
April of 2014 suggests a statistically significant link between the use of Viagra and the 
development of melanoma. This study, which was entitled "Sildenafil Use and 

http://archinte.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleID=1857095
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Increased Risk of Incident Melanoma in US Men," followed a group of 25,848 men 
who used Viagra to treat erectile dysfunction. None of the men included in the group 
reported cancer at the beginning of the study. 

Every two years, the men in the study reported whether they developed skin cancer, 
including melanoma, basal cell carcinoma and squamous cell carcinoma, on 
questionnaires that were collected for analysis. Any diagnosis of melanoma or 
squamous cell carcinoma was then confirmed pathologically. 

Results 

The study identified 3,030 cases of basal cell carcinoma, 580 cases of squamous cell 
carcinoma and 142 cases of melanoma among the participants. Upon analysis, 
researchers found that the incidence of squamous cell carcinoma and basal cell 
carcinoma among members of the cohort was similar to that of the general 
population. The incidence of melanoma, however, was considerably higher among 
the men studied. According to the study: 

"Recent sildenafil use at baseline was significantly associated with an increased risk of 
subsequent melanoma with a multivariate-adjusted hazard ratio (HR) of 1.84 (95% CI, 
1.04-3.22). In contrast, we did not observe an increase in risk of SCC (HR, 0.84; 95% 
CI, 0.59-1.20) or BCC (1.08; 0.93-1.25) associated with sildenafil use.... use of sildenafil 
was also associated with a higher risk of melanoma." 

Not only did the study identify an association between the use of Viagra and the 
development of melanoma, but it also found that erectile dysfunction itself was not 
associated with a higher risk of melanoma. Only those men who took Viagra for their 
condition experienced an increased risk of cancer. 

Furthermore, the researchers performed a secondary analysis, during which they 
excluded all men who reported a major chronic disease at the beginning of the study. 
The results still showed a strong association between the use of Viagra and the 
development of melanoma. Ultimately, the researchers stated that they "support a 
need for continued investigation of this association." 
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Why Does it Happen? 

If Viagra does, in fact, cause melanoma, more research is needed in order to pinpoint 
the exact mechanism behind the association. However, scientists have speculated 
that Viagra may lead to the development of cancer by increasing the aggressiveness 
of melanoma cancer cells. 

Viagra is a PDE5A (phosphodiesterase 5A) inhibitor, which means that it inhibits the 
function of PDE5A, an enzyme found in the tissues of the penis. When this enzyme is 
blocked, blood flow to the area increases and erections improve. However, research 
suggests that low PDE5A expression may also cause melanoma cells to become more 
invasive. Unfortunately, when these cells become more invasive, they are able to take 
hold and form a tumor more easily, thus accounting for the increased rates of 
melanoma among Viagra users. 

In fact, some scientists have suggested that, if Viagra does increase the invasiveness 
of melanoma cells, the drug may even raise mortality rates among men who develop 
melanoma. This would mean that Viagra not only increases the risk of cancer, but it 
also increases the risk of dying from that cancer. 

According to a study entitled "Role of Sildenafil in Melanoma Incidence and 
Mortality," which was published in 2014, the scientific community had already 
determined that women have a 30 percent survival advantage over men when it 
comes to melanoma. The study states that this disparity may be related to the 
propensity of men to take Viagra, which increases the aggressiveness of tumor cells 
and worsens the prognosis among melanoma victims. However, more research is 
necessary in order to prove this theory. 

Is Pfizer Responsible? 

As a pharmaceutical company, Pfizer has a responsibility to perform adequate 
research on all of the drugs it sells to the public. These studies should explore the 
safety of the drug, the side effects it causes and its effectiveness in treating the 
conditions it has been manufactured to address. If safety concerns or links to certain 
conditions are discovered during research studies, Pfizer is required to warn 

http://archinte.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=1857089
http://archinte.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=1857089


15 

Need clarity about your potential Viagra case? Call to schedule a free  
consultation with a seasoned, compassionate Viagra lawyer with  

Marc Whitehead & Associates, LLP at 800-562-9830. 

consumers on the product's label so that they can make informed decisions. 

Unfortunately, no evidence of the link between Viagra and melanoma appeared in 
the scientific community until 15 years after the drug was released. This information 
was released by third-party scientists, not by Pfizer itself. It is not known whether 
Pfizer was aware of the link between Viagra and melanoma before this third-party 
study was conducted. However, if the company did know about this link, it did not 
make this information public. Conversely, if Pfizer did not know about this link, it 
stands to reason that the company may not have performed adequate research on 
the safety of this drug. Thus, the company may be responsible for the cases of Viagra-
related melanoma that developed before the risk was discovered. 

If the company is found to be responsible for the cases of melanoma experienced by 
users of Viagra, it will likely face legal sanctions as well as lawsuits from consumers 
who used the product. 
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Section II: Legal Recourse 

In light of the evidence demonstrating a relationship between Viagra and cancer, it is 
not surprising that many men who took Viagra and developed melanoma would be 
interested in pursuing legal action. Likewise, the friends and family members of men 
who died from melanoma after taking Viagra are also interested in seeking justice.  

A link between the drug and this aggressive cancer seems highly probable, and it was 
Pfizer's responsibility to ensure that its product was safe for consumers before 
releasing it into the market. At the very least, Pfizer should have warned consumers 
about the risks before they took the drug, so that they could make an informed 
decision and/or watch carefully for any symptoms of melanoma. 

Class action lawsuits related to the link between melanoma and Viagra are currently 
in the works. Lawyers are actively investigating this issue as more potential plaintiffs 
come forward. If these lawsuits are successful, victims of Viagra may be entitled to 
compensation for their medical bills and lost wages, as well as for the pain and 
suffering they experienced as a result of the ordeal. Family members of victims who 
died from melanoma after taking Viagra may also be able to recover damages from 
Pfizer. 

Past Cases 

The link between Viagra and melanoma was only recently discovered, but this isn't 
the first legal issue Pfizer has faced involving their "little blue pill". Links between 
Viagra and other serious conditions, such as non-arteritic anterior ischemic optic 
neuropathy (NAION), have also been suggested by research. In fact, a class action 
lawsuit focusing on NAION has already been filed against the pharmaceutical 
company, and the FDA now requires Pfizer to place a related warning on all Viagra 
product labels. 

The connection between Viagra and melanoma is still being investigated, and more 
information is likely to become available soon. However, the data provided by the 
2014 study is solid. More victims come forward every day, and a mass tort against 
Pfizer is highly likely in the near future. 
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Mass Torts 101: How Viagra Victims Are Fighting for Justice 

When companies manufacture, distribute and market products that cause harm, 
injured victims and their families can take to the court system for recourse.  

A hurt person can bring an action known as a tort to obtain compensation for 
damages. A tort is a type of civil action, as opposed to a criminal action. The person 
who sues is known as the plaintiff, and the company or person being sued is known 
as the defendant. In general, for a tort to succeed, three basic things must be true.  

1. First of all, someone suffered an injury that led to costs. For instance, if 
patient suffers cancer after taking Viagra, the court would definitely consider 
the victim “injured.”  

2. Some person or entity (like a company, such as Pfizer) directly or indirectly 
caused that injury as a result of negligence, carelessness or other 
wrongdoing.  

3. The entity responsible has money to pay for the damages. A source of funds 
is importance. By contrast, imagine a situation in which a drunk driver with no 
insurance or assets causes a serious car wreck. A lawsuit might not be feasible, 
if the driver has no way to provide any compensation. In Viagra cases, 
however, this constraint is not a problem, considering that a company like 
Pfizer has many billions of dollars. 

When a lot of different people suffer similar harm from similar causes, they can 
combine their torts into what’s known as a mass tort. These plaintiffs can combine 
forces to sue one or several defendants. To pursue a mass tort action, plaintiffs have 
to ask the court for permission. The court will decide based on factors like:  

• How many plaintiffs got hurt;  

• Where the plaintiffs live (are they close to each other or far apart?); 

• The nature of the injures (are they similar or not?);  

• Whether a single cause or set of causes was likely responsible for the damages.  
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Mass torts are not the same thing as class action lawsuits. Both legal processes 
bundle similar cases together for the purposes of expediency (so the court can speed 
things up) and to make sure that results don’t vary wildly. 

In a mass tort, you can have a trial that’s separate from other plaintiffs’ trials. In a 
class action, the court treats you and other plaintiffs essentially as a single group, and 
a single trial determines the outcome. From the perspective of a plaintiff, mass torts 
offer some advantages. For instance, statistically speaking, you have a greater 
potential for large compensation. Defendants and their attorneys can also share 
resources and insights. 

Mass torts can also evolve into a suite of lawsuits known as Multi District Litigation 
or MDL, in which different suits are organized to go before one judge and one 
jurisdiction.  

Mass torts can get quite complicated, both because of all the legal “moving parts” 
and because of the high stakes involved. Liable defendants often stand to lose 
millions of dollars -- in some cases, billions of dollars. As a result, defendants 
generally have both the motivation and the means to go to great lengths to discredit 
the plaintiffs’ cases. 

To fight back, plaintiffs and their attorneys must be meticulous, prepared, resilient, 
and strategic. You may have compelling science on your side and a tragic, heart 
wrenching story. But do not expect the defendant to give any quarter or to admit 
fault.  

So what can you do to prepare yourself and your family for the road ahead? 

Finding a Qualified Law Firm To Represent You 

There are times when an ambitious person can well represent himself or herself in 
the legal system. For instance, if you’re writing up a simple will, you could just use a 
template from Nolo.com to write the will. If you get into a minor fender-bender that 
leads to no major injuries, you could handle the insurance company negotiations on 
your own.  
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However, when it comes to cases involving serious injuries, like strokes and bleeding 
in the brain, you really want to find a qualified attorney to represent your interests. 
Be choosy about which law firm you select. Given the rash of likely legal actions 
against Pfizer, you will probably see a lot of advertising over the next several months 
regarding Viagra related claims.  

• How can you vet potential firms?  

• How can you know whether you might have a claim?  

• How can you work well with the law firm you choose to obtain fair results and 
also reclaim your dignity and protect your health and your family? 

Absent context, it’s difficult to know whether you have a case. You could be 
underestimating your need for help. Context is essential. Speak with an attorney if 
there’s any ambiguity; there’s no harm in at least calling. 

To vet prospective attorneys, first, obtain references. You can use the internet, TV, 
personal referrals from friends at work, etc. Time to think through the principles by 
which you want to govern the search. Why do you want an attorney? What are you 
hoping to accomplish? What are the essential values that you want the lawyer to 
have and demonstrate?  

Here’s a useful exercise to that end. Imagine how a relationship with an attorney 
might go wrong, and then define your values in opposite terms. For instance:  

• I don’t want a lawyer who has a dodgy ethical track record or problems with 
clients translates into the following value: The law firm has a stellar track 
record and an A+ record with the Better Business Bureau. 

• I’m worried that the attorney will ignore me or treat me like “just a number” 
translates into the following value: The attorney treats me with compassion 
and his or her team answers my questions and meets my needs.  

• I’m afraid the attorney will pressure me into taking action I don’t want to 
take translates into the following value: The attorney listens and respects 
what I want. 
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• I worry that the attorney might be under-qualified to help me translates into 
the following value: The attorney has strong credentials – for instance, he or 
she is Board Certified in Personal Injury Trial Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization and/or is AV rated by Martindale Hubble. 

Once you have these principles outlined, review the candidate lawyers’ websites and 
other materials, and winnow your list of prospective firms down to about three. Then 
set appointments for a free consultation. Before your consultation, write down any 
questions you have about your case, about the process, or about the firm’s history 
and qualifications. Write down the answers you get.  

During your consultations, pay attention both to substance of the conversation as 
well as to your intuition. Do you get along with the attorney and his or her staff? Do 
you feel comfortable with the values that animate the law firm? 

Ask about fee arrangements. In mass tort cases, attorneys often work on what’s 
known as a “contingency” basis. This means that you only pay for legal services if the 
attorney wins a settlement or achieves a verdict for you. In that case, you pay a 
percentage of this amount. 

Once you have chosen an attorney, get to know the law firm’s processes and people. 
To save time, develop the habit of writing down your questions on paper (or on a 
Word document) whenever they occur to you, so that you can “batch ask” them to 
the attorney. In addition, you might find it useful (starting immediately) to compile 
any relevant evidence, including doctor’s notes, a written timeline of events, written 
witness accounts, and so forth.  

Lastly, develop strategies to deal with other needs -- financial, emotional, 
psychological, logistical, etc. -- so that your entire life isn’t on hold while the legal 
process plays out. After all, depending on the nature of your injury and the size and 
scope of your legal action against Pfizer, you may not get clarity about your case for 
months if not longer.  

Avoid living life in limbo until this resolves. Work with people you trust -- such as your 
attorney, your financial advisor, your doctor, your personal trainer, your employer 

http://www.martindale.com/Products_and_Services/Peer_Review_Ratings.aspx
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and your friends -- to manage various problems that have been raised or worsened by 
the injury, so that you can reclaim a degree of calm and control over your life. 

More Background about Attorney Marc Whitehead and His Legal Team 

Attorney Marc Whitehead and his legal team are proud of their track record and 
numerous distinctions in the arena of Texas personal injury law. Marc Whitehead & 
Associates, LLP has been rated A+ by the Better Business Bureau – a reflection of our 
team’s devotion to customer service. We specialize in plaintiff personal injury, mass 
tort, pharmaceutical, insurance & ERISA litigation, social security disability law and 
Veterans disability law. 

Attorney Whitehead has served as law professor at University of Houston Law Center, 
where he taught Civil Trial Advocacy, as well as an Instructor of Civil Trial Advocacy at 
the National Institute of Trial Advocacy. 

He is Board Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization in Personal Injury Trial 
Law, putting him in a rare group of lawyers who must pass very stringent 
requirements to obtain and maintain this certification. He’s also active in many 
professional associations, serving as an American Association for Justice-Leader 
Forum Member, an AAJ Risperdal Litigation Group Member, an AAJ Xarelto Litigation 
Group Member, an AAJ Transvaginal Mass Litigation Group Member and an AAJ Toxic, 
Environmental and Pharmaceutical Section Member. In addition, he has been 
honored as an Association of Civil Trial and Appellate Specialist, rated “AV” by 
Martindale Hubble, rated 10.0 by AVVO, rated by SuperLawyers, and rated by the 
National Trial Lawyers Association as one of the Top 100 Trial Lawyers in Texas. 
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Conclusion 

Pfizer originally developed Viagra in the hopes that it would cure symptoms 
associated with heart disease. However, when the company discovered that the drug 
was more effective as a treatment for erectile dysfunction, it chose to market Viagra 
for this purpose instead. Like most pharmaceutical companies, Pfizer just wanted to 
make a profit from the drug it had created. 

Unfortunately, recent studies indicate that Viagra may be linked to melanoma, the 
most serious form of skin cancer. In fact, one well-respected study in particular, just 
published, indicates that Viagra may more than double a man's risk of developing this 
grave condition, which has a five-year survival rate of only 15 percent once it has 
reached Stage IV.  

Pfizer did not do its part to adequately research the safety of Viagra. The link 
between Viagra and melanoma was not published until the drug had already been on 
the market for 15 years. If Pfizer had been aware of the link during this time, it did 
not make the information public, nor did it warn consumers about the risks of taking 
this drug. 

In this e-book, we have covered some of the science behind the making of Viagra, as 
well as the studies that link this drug to melanoma. We have also talked about the 
legal implications for people who have been harmed by Viagra. Finally, we explained 
how mass tort cases work, and we discussed how to find legal representation if you 
are interested in filing a lawsuit against Pfizer. 

We sincerely hope that this e-book has provided you with valuable insight and 
guidance. If you believe that you or someone you love has developed melanoma 
because of exposure to Viagra, the experienced attorneys here at Marc Whitehead & 
Associates are more than happy to help you understand your options. We have an A+ 
rating from the Better Business Bureau, and we guarantee confidentiality at all times. 
You have nothing to lose, so call us at (800) 562-9830 today to discuss your 
experience with Viagra. We wish you all the best as you deal with all of these issues 
and try to move on with your life. 
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Disclaimer for Viagra: The Unvarnished Truth  

The Link Between The Deadly Skin Cancer Melanoma 
and Viagra 

You understand that this book is not intended as a substitution for a consultation 
with an attorney. Requesting this book or viewing the information in it does not 
create an attorney-client relationship with Marc Whitehead & Associates LLP or any 
of its attorneys. To obtain legal advice about your personal injury matter, please 
engage the services of Marc Whitehead & Associates LLP or another law firm of your 
choice. To discuss engaging Marc Whitehead & Associates LLP to help you with your 
matter, please contact the firm. 

MARC WHITEHEAD & ASSOCIATES LLP IS PROVIDING  Viagra: The Unvarnished Truth 
The Link Between The Deadly Skin Cancer Melanoma and Viagra 

” (HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS "BOOK") AND ITS CONTENTS ON AN "AS IS" BASIS 
AND MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND WITH RESPECT TO 
THIS BOOK OR ITS CONTENTS. MARC WHITEHEAD & ASSOCIATES LLP DISCLAIMS ALL 
SUCH REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES, INCLUDING FOR EXAMPLE WARRANTIES 
OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. IN ADDITION, 
MARC WHITEHEAD & ASSOCIATES LLP DOES NOT REPRESENT OR WARRANT THAT 
THE INFORMATION ACCESSIBLE VIA THIS BOOK IS ACCURATE, COMPLETE OR 
CURRENT. 

Except as specifically stated in this book, neither Marc Whitehead & Associates LLP 
nor any authors, contributors, or other representatives will be liable for damages 
arising out of or in connection with the use of this book. This is a comprehensive 
limitation of liability that applies to all damages of any kind, including (without 
limitation) compensatory; direct, indirect or consequential damages; loss of data, 
income or profit; loss of or damage to property, and claims of third parties and 
punitive damages. 


